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< Abstract>

Interpretations of the Bible in the Great Revival
Movements of the Early Korean Church(1897-1907):

Hermeneutics of Holistic Convergence.

Prof. Jungwoo Kim
(Chongshin Uni.)

One hundred years ago when the early Korean Church
had experienced a great revival movement which was sparked
in Pyongyang and later spread throughout all over the country,
there was neither a complete Bible, nor a well-balanced aca-
demic interpretation of the Bible, nor a well-established
church organization like the synod and general assembly; how-

ever, the seemingly non-organized infant Christianity felt fresh



to the non-believing people due to the purity of the Gospel
as well as the integrity of the spiritual leaders in their ethical
and spiritual life. At that time the spiritual leaders had aimed
at the holistic convergence of Christianity with the Korean
traditional culture, history and language, and eventually won
the souls of the Koreans. They poured out their energy in
the translation of the Bible into Korean and as a result, Hangul
was born again as the language of the canon of the major
world religion for the first time in Korean history, and became
the medium of the transformation of Korean civilization.
Based on the firm ground of the convergence of Christianity
and Korean culture, the early revival movement evoked a
strong fusion of the word of God and the Holy Spirit by
intensive Bible studies and earnest prayer meetings. The con-
fession of sin during the great revival movement can be char-
acterized as holistic which included material compensation
as well as a radical change of the value system and trans-
formation of ethical life. As a result, the early revival move-
ment naturally achieved the biblical ideal of Shalom in terms
of reconciliation between the natives and the foreigners, the
noble and the common, the master and the servant, the men
and the women, and thereby created an hermeneutical para-
digm of holistic convergence which became a spritual in-
heritance to us who celebrates the centennial of the great

revival movement in Pyongyang.





