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Lsaiah 40-55, 345, 348; Janowski, Stellvertretung: Alttestamentliche Studien zu
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“DUR,” THAWAT 1 (1973), 470; Lindsey, “The Career of the Servant in Isaiah
52:13-53:12,7(1983), 32; Horst D. Preuf$, Deuterojesaja: Eine Einfiibrung in seine
Botschaft (Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener Verlag, 1976), 103; Wolff, Jesaja
53 im Urchristentum, 28; Schenker, Knecht und Lamm Gottes (Jesaja 53): Ubernabme
von Schuld im Horizont der Gottesknechtslieder, 69, 86-91; Albrecht, “Sithne und
Stellvertretung in Jesaja 53,” 17-18.

55) Rolf Knierim, “D@B ’asam: Schuldverpflichtung,” 4th ed., THAT 1 (1984), 254.
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57) Knierim, “DUNR "asam: Schuldverpflichtung,” 251-257; Janowski, “Er trug unsere
Siinden: Jesaja 53 und die Dramatik der Stellvertretung,” 41-43; Janowski,
Stellvertretung: Alttestamentliche Studien zu einem theologischen Grundbegriff; 72,
87, 88-90; Haag, “Stellvertretung und Siihne nach Jesaja 53,” 19; Hofius, “Das
vierte Gottesknechtslied in den Briefen des Neuen Testaments,” 110; Hermann
Spieckermann, “Konzeption und Vorgeschichte des Stellvertretungsgedankens im

Alten Testament,” J. A. Emerton, ed., Congress Volume: Cambridge 1995,
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<Abstract>

The Suffering Servant Jesus:

Christian Interpretation ([nterpretatio Christiana) of the Early
Church on the Fourth Servant Song (Isa 52:13-53:12)

Dr. Sung-Ho Park
(Methodist Theological University)

After the resurrection of Jesus the Early Church, realizing
that the creation and salvation history of God and the prophecy
and promise related to it must be connected to the person and
the works of Jesus, began to read the Holy Scripture (=our Old
Testament) with a new perspective. While christology was being
established within 2-3 years after the resurrection and
assumption of Jesus, the Early Church explained the
soteriological meaning of the death of Jesus on the cross by
(re-)interpreting various imageries and ideas of the Old
Testament in a new way. During this process the fourth Servant
Song of Isaiah (Isa 52:13-53:12) was an important key to
illustrate the signification of the death on the cross. This song
had already been unique in the Old Testament because of the
idea that one suffers for other(s). Yahweh burdened his servant
with the results of Israel’s sins which Israel deserved to bear,
and the servant quietly accepted it. He suffered for the “many”
(“we”). But as the whole song—especially the word oux—shows
us, the suffering of the servant was not a ritual atonement.
Moreover, his fate did not (and could not) resolve the existential
condition of those for whom he suffered, that is, the existential
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crisis of a human (being) who had been fraught with and
controlled by sin and was unable to escape from it on his/her
own. The Early Church which believed that this problem of
sin was solved with/through the death of Jesus Christ had to
reflect on the Servant Song more deeply. That is, the Early
Church was not satisfied with accepting the original meaning
of Isaiah 53, but intensified it theologically and interpreted in
a new way. Doing so, the death of Christ has been explained
as an event which does not just take the results of sin away,
but brings the fundamental liberation from the sin. This way,
‘Christian Interpretation’ shows us a remarkable theological
insight of the Early Church. And furthermore, it reminds us
that the main task of biblical studies is to discover the original
meaning of the Old Testament, interpret the Old Testament
on the basis of the revelation named ‘Jesus Christ’, and always
connect these two things.
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