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< Abstarct>

Canon and Faith Community in the Early Period of
Korean Christianity

Prof. T. 1. Wang
(Methodist Theological Seminary)

This paper is to explore the role of canon in Korean
Christianity. Christian canon has been read, interpreted, and
distributed from the beginning by faith communities in Korea.
The great revival movement, swept over the young Korean
churches(1903-1907 C. E.), was not a sudden outbreak. It
was rather the offspring of the religious awakening of the
people who experienced the remarkable encounter with the
divine reality in their reading of the Bible(II Kings 22:11).
This spirituality revitalized Korean custom of studying
Chinese classics in village schoolhouses.

Korean spirituality, which was built by the constant quest
of listening to the voice of God while reading the canon,
opened the way to convince that the biblical text was to be

read in order to comprehend God’s saying in contemporary
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world. It was not the historical meaning of the text for the
young Korean church to find out. The hermeneutical model
was pre-critical; yet it represented the principle that the texts
of canon were to be understood in their canonical context;
that is, how were they harmonized to resignify the faith in
Christ.

This experience first happened in the context of reading,
studying, and learning the Bible. Later, it was religious awaken-
ing that transformed the character of studying Bible into the

horizon of spiritual reality.





