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P. Stuhlmacher, Biblische Theologie des Neuen Testaments Bd. 1, Grundlegung von Jesus
2u Paulus (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2005), 124-142, 178-95; idem,
“Sithne oder Versshnung?: Randbemerkungen zu Gerhard Friedrichs Studie: ‘Die
Verkiindigung des Todes Jesu im Neuen Testament’,” U. Luz/ H. Weder (Hg.),
Die Mitte des Newen Testaments, FS E. Schweizer (Géttingen: Vandenhoeck &
Ruprecht, 1983), 291-316; idem, “Cilliers Breztenbachs Sicht von Siithne und
Versohnung,” JBTh 6 (1991), 339-354; idem, “Das Evangelium von der

Versohnung in Christus: Grundlinien und Grundprobleme einer biblischen
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Theologie des Neuen Testaments,” Ders./] H. Clal}, Das Evangelium von der
Versibnung in Christus (Stuttgart: Calwer, 1979), 27f.
3) 3%, P. Stuhlmacher, “Sithne oder Versshnung?”, 291.
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C. Breytenbach, Versihnung: Eine Studie zur paulinischen Soteriologie, WMANT 60
(Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener, 1989); idem, “Versshnung, Stellvertretung
und Siinde: Semantische und Traditionsgeschichtliche Bemerkungen am Beispiel
der paulinischen Briefe,” NTS 39 (1993), 59-79; idem, “Christus starb fiir uns,”
NTS 49 (2003), 447-475.

5) C. Breytenbach, Versihnung, 196-215.
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8) H. Gese, Zur biblischen Theologie: Alttestamentliche Vortrgge (Tibingen: Mohr
Siebeck, 1989), 104.

#Z%, Ch. Eberhart, Studien zur Bedewtung der Opfer im Alten Testament: Die
Signifikanz von Blut- und Verbrennungsriten im kultischen Rabmen, WMANT 94 (
Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener, 2002), 187-196; S. Brandt, Opfer als Geddichinis:
Auf dem Weg zu einer befreienden theologischen Rede von Opfer, ATM 2 (Miinster:
Litt, 2001), 133-140.; P. Lampe, “Human Sacrifice and Pauline Christology,”
K. Finsterbusch et. al., eds., Human Sacrifice in Jewish and Christian Tradition (SHR
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112; Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2007), 192f. T} 2232} H. Gese, Zur biblischen
Theologie, 85-106; K. Koch, Siibne, 225-231; idem, “xon” ThWAT II, 867; idem,
“mp” ThWAT V, 1173f.

10) R. A. Werline, Penitential Prayer in second Temple Judaism: The Development of a
Religions Institution, SBL.EJL 13 (Atlanta: Scholar Press, 1998); T3t H.-J.
Hermisson, Sprache und Ritus im altisraelitischen Kult: Zur ‘Spiritualisierung’ der
Kultbegriffe im Alten Testament, WMANT 19 (Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener,
1965).
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(Tubingen: Mohr, 1999), 335-356.
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<Abstract>

The Death of Jesus:

Its Meaning in the Pauline Theology

Dr. Eun-Geol Lyu
(Yonsei University)

This study focuses on the meaning of Christ’s death in the
primitive Christianity, especially in the Pauline theology. It is
hotly debated in the New Testament scholarship whether Jesus
died a ‘sacrificial death’ in analogy to the Old Testament cult
or a ‘representative’ death as found in hellenistic examples. The
‘sacrifice’ interpretation, supported recently by commentators
such as P. Stuhlmacher, stresses the continuity between the Old

and New Testament, while the ‘representation’ theory is-as is
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advanced by C. Breytenbach among other scholars-of the opin-
ion that the superiority of soteriological meaning in Jesus’ death
does not allow a close analogy to the Old Testament cultic
system.

Our exegectical observation supports none of both theories,
however. For they did not sufficiently consider ‘analogy’ and
‘disanalogy’ of the death to the Old Testament at the same
time, but underscore only one of them respectively. For example,
the ‘sacrifice’ theory emphasizes the analogy to the OT cultic
rituals so much that Jesus himself would be identified with killed
sacrifices. On the contrary, the ‘representation’ theory ignores
disanology contained in the Christian understanding of Christ’s
death(cf. Rom 5:8-9) and compares it with hellenistic examples,
such as a father’s death for his child.

Since 1 Cor 15:3-4 makes clear that our sins are responsible
for the atoning death and thus the ‘necessity of expiation’ is
unmistakably expressed in the death formulas, we should exam-
ine which theory goes along with this presupposition. Our re-
sults: Jesus died the atoning death according to the cultic view,
even though the accurate identification between Jesus and sacti-
fices would not be possible. The hellenistic examples have noth-
ing to do with the Christian understanding, for Iphigenie-an
example taken by Breytenbach-died instead of her husband
Admetos, although he was not a sinner.

In this respect, Jesus’ death should be interpreted in light
of cultic view, without being identified with sin offering itself

(cf. Rom 8:3; contra Stuhlmacher). The death surpasses every
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sort of sacrifice its effect and range. But the representation theo-
ry cannot uncover the reason for Jesus death in our being
sinners. From our exegetical observations we can draw our con-
clusion that Jesus’ unparalleled death is by no means connected

with usual hellenistic representative death(cf. Rom 5:7-8).



