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O. Wintermute, “A Study of Gnostic Exegesis of the Old Testament,” J. M.
Efird, ed., The Use of the Old Testament in the New and Other Essays, Studies in
Honor of William Franklin Stinespring (Durham: Duke University Press, 1972),
247014 2L ERE A 714 o &3t

35) J.-P. Mah¢ and P.-H., éds., Poirier Ecrit gnostiques. La bibliothéque de Nag Hammadi
(Paris: Gallimard, Bibliothéque de la Pléade, 2007), 275.
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37) Kurt Rudolph, “Bibel und Gnosis zum Verstindnis jiidisch-biblischer Texte in
der gnostischen Literatur, vornehmlich aus Nag Hammadi,” Gnosis und spiitantike
Religionsgeschichte. Gesammelte Aufsiitze (Leiden-New York-Koln: E. J. Brill, 1996),
190-209.
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38) H.-G. Bethge, “Die Ambivalenz altestestamentlicher Geschichtstradition in der
Gnosis,” K.-W. Troger, Hrsg., Altes Testament Friibjudentum Gnosis, Neue Studien
zu ‘Gnosis und Biblel” (Berlin/Giitersloh: Giitersloher Verlagshaus Mohn, 1980),
89-109.
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39) K. Rudolph, “Sophia und Gnosis, Bemerkungen zum Problem ‘Gnosis und
Frithjudentum,” K.-W. Troger, Hrsg., Altes Testament ~FriibjudentumGnosis, Neue
Studien zn ‘Gnosis und Biblel” (Berlin/Giitersloh: Gfitersloher Verlagshaus Mohn,
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<Abstract>

The gnostic interpretation of the Old
Testament

Dr. Su-Min Ri
(Han-Nim Biblical Institute)

An assertion that Gnostics have rejected the Old Testament
is no more tenable, since 13 Codices of Gnostic manuscripts
were discovered in the Upper Egypte, near Nag Hammadi, 1945.
To deal with our theme on “Gnosticism and the Bible exegesis”,
we begin first of all with an article of Peter Nagel “the Gnostic
exegesis on the Paradise narrative” with his six categories of
the Gnostic use of Old Testament, presented in the Altes
Testament-Frithjudentum-Gnosis, published 1980, which is the
base of three subsequent articles(G. Filoramo-C. Gianotto, 1982;
B.A. Pearson, 1988; K. Rudolph, 1996), in which we learn the
statistical frequency of Old Testament citations in the Gnostic
literatures and three hermeneutical presuppositions. Finally we
describe the relation between Gnostic, Sapiential and
Apocalyptic literatures based on the article of K. Rudolph on
“the Sophia and Gnosis” published 1980. The central Gnostic
doctrine concerns the cosmogony, anthropogony and their fall
based on the Gen 1-7. The negative position against the proph-
ets is rather due to oppose the ‘static interpretation’ of the
Church than Bible itself, in order to assert their superiority of
dynamic ‘pneumatic interpretation’. The Ecclesiastes(Qohelet),
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sharing the scepticisme of early sapiential traditions on this
world, seem to be radicalized with the pessimistic view of world
during the atrocious reines of Antiochos 111(242-157). In the
same circumstance the Apocalyptics and the Gnostics who were
grown up with the sapiential(schools), now have found the dif-
ferent solutions for the optimistic view of redemption; the for-
mer has seen in the eschatological vision the end of this world
with his history and the beginning of the new eternal world,
the latter has proposed a new doctrine of cosmogony, anthro-
pogony and soteriology to secure the redemption reserved only
to the Gnostics.



