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<Abstract>
Paul at the Areopagus

Dr. Hak Chol Kim

(Yonsei University)

The Lukan community as a mixed community of Jewish
and gentile Christians and as a mission community for Jews
and gentiles faced with ethnic and cultural conflicts. Luke the
writer and leader tried to solve the problems by way of narrating
Paul’s identity and his Areopagus speech.

In Acts, on the one hand, Paul was first identified by Jesus
as a citizen of Tarsus which was renowned for its tolerance,
and he honorably declared himself as a Tarsus citizen to a
Roman officer interrogating his identity. Further, he did not
devalue the Athenian/Hellenistic wisdom but acknowledged its
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authority by quoting a Greek poem in his speech.

On the other hand, Paul criticized the Athenian wrong ideas
about God and urged them to repent their sins ‘in the times
of ignorance.” Paul’s criticism against the Athenians, however,
was not different from Peter and Stephen’s disapproval of the
Jews in Acts. With this scheme, Luke let his readers understand
the limitation and failure of the Athenians not just as their own
but as part of humankind’s.

In the context of the ethnic and cultural conflicts within
the Lukan community, the narrative of Paul’s identity and his
speech in Areopagus encouraged his community members as
follows: in community, members should respect other’s ethnicity
and home city, and they did not have to devalue their own
cultural background. They, however, should confess that they
need to repent their wrong ideas about God in the time of
ignorance. Although the Lukan members as missionaries pro-
claimed the repentance of sins, they had to esteem the audience’s
ethnic and cultural conditions, and they did not need to abandon
their tradition as a whole. Furthermore, the Lukan missionaries
tried to make contact points between the Gospel and the audi-
ence’s custom.



