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2) B. A. Levine, Numbers 21-36, A New Translation with Introduction and
Commentary, AB 4A (New York: Doubleday, 2000), 137-275; K. D.
Sakenfeld, Journeying with God: A Commentary on the Book of Numbers, ITC
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995), 129-130; T. R. Ashley, The Book of
Numbers, NICOT (Grand Rapids; Eerdmans, 1993), 432-440; J. Milgrom,
Numbers, The Traditional Hebrew Text with the New JPS Translation
(Philadelphia/New York: Jewish Publication Society, 1990), 469-471; G.
W. Coats, “Balaam: Sinner or Saint?,” Saga, Legend, Tale, Novella, Fable:
Narrative Forms in Old Testament Literature, JSOTSup 35 (Sheffield: Univ.
of Sheffield, 1985), 56-62; B]:, W. C. Kaiser, Jr., “Balaam Son of Beor
in Light of Deir 'Alla and Scripture: Saint or Soothsayer?,” J. E. Coleson
and V. H. Matthews, eds., Go To the Land 1 Will Show You: Studies in
Honor of Dwight S. Young (Winoa Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1996), 95-106;
Michael S, Moore, The Balaam Traditions: Their Character and Development,
SBLDS 113 (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1992), 66-96.

J. Lapsley, ““Am I Able to Say Just Anything?”: Learning Faithful
Exegesis From Balaam,” Interpretration 60/1 (2006), 22-31; Levine, Numbers
21-36, 159; H. Lutzky, “Ambivalence Toward Balaam,” VT 49/3 (1999),
421-425; M. L. Barré, “The Portrait of Balaam in Numbers 22-24,”
Interpretation  51/3 (1997), 254-266. D. T. Olson, Numbers, IBC
(Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1996), 143-144.
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ojagtdls 291 HeUEhE FEuu) 19013 BRI E FEuu
zto)7} Qitk. daAltglo) AP MTE we) o] Agtds 2914 B4
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207 Wy ity By MTE 48t 7$oltl Frankel, “The

Deuteronomic Portrayal of Balaam,” 33. n. 6.
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siboldi7p) wghe] ol AE ZlEolslal kA §gt7] el
K] olagtds IA FEon, THiA shbdold
7Py oAkl 19 (Etolu, o dEke]) oA =Sl Wil
thal BA vHEths Aojok i, o «ilgdo] 93]y U3E =
Eapgioh gl «ob= v E dee] Eollx =S itk e WY
o]a{ o]gH:d'_ EE]- x%:'—;e o7 EH]——&}E}

LXXA | o9 ®E glo] ool 24:109] o T(edroyiav
ebadynoer tpage 1o ojaEds FHT A= el ofye}
ofg] shdol Hrh LxXX+ o] 7S “Idy v F shiids
UE 371715 Y8k ZUTF(l obk nBéincer kiplog 6 Bedg
oov dmoéoar oe)9t “17F YIS IE9 EolME dE) wE
oA AHUATF (kal Eelrato Dudg ék yewpdv adtdv) Alelol
7ol MTe} 2] shdo] ojadtdls Fhahilal, shbdol o]aet
de weh W] Eold FEE Witk Ale %“3’3}7%] el
th19) ks oopr] 9] el AlXES Aotk o]g7] slo] A%
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A WEHA BE SHOR o|Agtds ATl sfele el
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Holo} &7k A BEe SF& WA theol & LXX7t
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LXX& o|Agtds F&35 A7} whito] o} shubdoqltkar Algt
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19) Frankel, “The Deuteronomic Portrayal of Balaam,” 33-34.
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18:9-22).

20) & E°] T. Butler, Joshua (Waco: Word Books, 1983), 2645 Xz}
21) Frankel, “The Deuteronomic Portrayal of Balaam,” 35.
22) Rofé, The Book of Balaam, 46-48.
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23) WzZto 7 v dol2 gt TAE AHKAR] 9AER HBAAR] A}
2o ol F §_ E|A(Jacob Hoftizer)®} HF t|o] FO|(G. van der Kooij)©]
t}. J. Hofrizer and G. van der Kooij, Aramaic Texts from Deir ‘Alld
(Leiden: Brill, 1976). Hlo]E2 oz} FAi9} e o]ofr]o] thsA]= Levine,
Numbers 21-36, 241-275; M. Kijkstra, “Is Balaam Also Among The
Prophets?,” JBL 114/1 (1995), 43-64; ]. Hoftizer and G. van der Kooij,
eds., The Balaam Text from Deir Alla Reevaluated: Proceeding of the
International Symposium Held at Leiden, 21-24, August 1989 (Leiden/New
York/Copenhagen: Brill, 1991); J. A. Hackett, The Balaam Text From
Deir ‘Alla, HSM 31 (Chico: Scholars Press, 1980); P. K. McCarter, Jr.
“The Balaam Texts from Deir ‘Alla,” BASOR 239 (1980), 49-60.
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Fek2d B o] FAo] AREE Aol ofgtolel AR A Alold]
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Alt)e] Aoz HW/HH. J. Franken, “Texts from the Persian Period
from Tell Deir “Alla,” VT 17 (1967), 480-4811, 3 8-747] Zlo7
AE71% 3}al]. A. Hackett, The Balaam Text from Deir ‘Alla, 19), o}l
T 8A7] ZWHW. G. Dever, “A Case Study in Biblical Archaeology:
The Earthquake of Ca. 760 BCE,” Erlsr 23 (1992), 27-351, 9417] b
o] o7 &9 F7]E $HKDijkstra, “Is Balaam among the Prophets?,”
46).

deol= b 49 s fdsto] 7 AR w=Ao] Wold of
7} HaEg] Qlofgltk wE WAl old) ARHEE of B9 QIojE ofgo]
Z 7531 tHA. Lemaire, “Les inscriptions sur platre de Deir Alla et
leur signification historique et culturelle,” Hoftijzer and van der Kooij,
eds., The Balaam Text from Deir Alla Reevaluated, 33-57; D. Pardee,
“Response: The Linguistic Classification of the Deir Alla Text Written on
Plaster,” Hoftijzer and van der Kooij, eds., The Balaam Text from Deir
Alla Reevalnated, 100-105). 1#1} Aoj8rd] #Aof 7128 & wj] o] A
o] Qej= ofgtolut ThiRlejeriet 1A SJulelx & do|= et
Ao A FEEE Wlo] AFor M Flo| et MER Wk
‘L’é\:](]. C. Greenfield, “Philological Observations on the Deir ‘Alla
Inscription,” Hoftijzer and van der Kooij, eds., The Balaam Text from
Deir Alla Reevaluated, 109-120; P. K. McCarter, “The Dialect of the
Deir ‘Alla Text,” Hoftijzer and van der Kooij, eds., The Balaam Text
from Deir ‘Alld Reevaluated, 87-99). Htoll= dlo]2 4} A9 dofe=
ofgholu} Zhstele] WA FHE HIIEUE HA Aol 7kl Kb
AR FEo ddoj® Holol dth= Fo] A5ES da Stk
Huehnergard, “Remarks on the Classification of the Northwest Semitic
Languages,” Hoftijzer and van der Kooij, eds., The Balaam Text from Deir
‘Alld Reevaluated, 282-293).

26) Hackett, Balaam Text, 10.



198 Canon&Culture M2& 15 0120084 £
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line 1 yry<.>spr<b>!'m <brb >r

Warning(s) from the Book of [Ba}llaam {the son of Be}or

L Shzh, e <.>h7

He was a seer of the gods.

wy’tw. lwh.lhn. blylh. <xxxxxx>h.
The gods came to him one night {in a vislion.

7] 22:20 55w mo opSaoy ooy KA

27) Hackett, Balaam Text; P. K. McCarter, Jr., “The Balaam Texts from
Deir ‘Alla: The First Combination,” BASOR 239 (1980), 49-60.

28) of7]e] 2709 dlol2 et A9 AT o] Mo wb Hlo] Fol(G.
Van der Kooij)7} A48k )9 AEeKMeindert Dijkstra)7} W93 2

oA Qlgaht,
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line 2 kms. I,

according to the command of El

wy mrw I<bl‘>m. brb* r.kb

and they spoke to Balaam the son of Beor, saying

line 3 wygm, bl‘m. mn. mhr,
Balaam got up in the morning
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22:20(5 wn n% opbaox ooy xam) ¥ B 3}3’_ 9\,\13}% Apio]t}.
Hol2 et ZAoflM ke 7k Al Ha Aotk 1
) fok g 1S Aol wolE A=AE 4 glol ATl A
© dojrk. IS Al Te A¥shs oAdAlelnt 2 A
N T FEE BNIE S b ES W Aol
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(3-4%, vl1, Aket 12:15-18; & 1:13-14; & 3:6-10). 1 § Uk
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5. SIS, EE0[ 7= 2, 280 Jloke Z

A7 A W57) 22:508) B B|T B NS W)

29) Dijkstra, “Is Balaam among the Prophets?,” 53.
30) Levine, Numbers 21-36, 263; Barré, “The Portrait of Balaam in Numbers
22-24,” 259-260; Layton, “Whence Comes Balaam?,” 47.
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led, ek vl Aol 1 ool delatuE vzl UE wodm 4
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o gy

PR H7F 7P gF E Aol UE gredal ol itk
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o] ©olE 97 -$obnoxious)0| 2t E&EA|TE HHI(B. A. Levine)<
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(FE, W 22:34).
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31) Wevers, Notes on the Greek Text of Numbers, 378; Milgrom, Numbers,
192; Levine, Numbers, 21-36, 159. @RS MT2] 5]'H]Q(‘[1‘lﬂ)% “Zryr)
© “9% (voyage), “H]A"(mission) O 21ET}
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<Abstract>

Exegetical Reflections on Numbers 22:5a:
The Text-critical study and the Biblical

Hermeneutics

Prof. T. I. Wang
(Methodist Theological Univ.)

This paper is to examine Num. 22:5a, “Balaam, the son
of Beor, lives at Pethor, which is near the River in the land
of the sons of his people,” from the text-critical standpoint.
The verse my=2 yax in MT, traditionally translated as “the

2

land of the sons of his people,” is to be read on the basis
of Hebrew mss., Sam. Pent., Pesh., and Vulg., as 1mpy "2 yox,
“the land of the sons of Ammon.” Thus the River in the
verse could mean some flow or wadi running through the
Transjordan and the place name 2, frequently identified

with a site on N. Euphrates, is to be understood as a title
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referring to dream interpreter, diviner or soothsayer(Gen.
40:8; 41:13; Josh. 13:22). This interpretation makes us see
that Balaam’s journey to Moab from his homeland on a don-
key would be shorter. Balaam, a pagan diviner, who is seen
to be a believer and a prophet of Yahweh in Num. 22-24,
is known in negative terms by Deut. 23:4 and Josh. 24:9-10
for theological reasons. LXX of Josh. 24:9-10 reflects a process
of the growth of deuteronomic tradition that God altered
the curse uttered by Balaam into blessing. Deir ‘Alla in-
scription gives an evidence for recognizing the river where
Balaam is said to live. It was the cultic site which was about
a mile north of the wadi Jabbok on the boundaries of
Ammonite land. Num. 22:5a might then be translated/in-
terpreted: “Balaam, the son of Beor, was a diviner, who lived

by the river Jabbok in the land of the Ammonites.”



