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<Abstract>

Words of Agur(Proverbs 30:1-9):

Its Theological Meaning and Contribution to Understanding

Wisdom Literature

Prof. Sun Myung Lyu
(Baekseok University Divinity School)

Words of Agur, namely Proverbs 30:1-9, provides an
intriguing challenge for interpreters as both the confession of
ignorance (30:1-3) and the prayer for modesty (30:7-9) find
no close parallel in wisdom literature, either within or outside
of the Bible. Thus in its current canonical locus Words of Agur
is often regarded as an appendix to the main collection of proverbs
cither in the sense of an afterthought (an unintended result
of its editorial process) or in the sense of a corrective (an
intentional touch-up by the editorial hand). Interpreting the
text is also complicated by the wide disagreement among scholars
in demarcating the boundaries of subunits that constitute
Proverbs 30.

In this paper I argue for the unity of the corpus as separated
from other miscellaneous sayings, and that it offers a unique
data for construing a theology of Proverbs. Agur’s confession
and prayer demonstrate both humility and piety rooted in the
tradition of exalting divine revelation over human erudition.
Moreover, Agur’s prayer, the only specimen of actual prayer
found in the book of Proverbs, is indispensable for the outlook
of a theology of wealth and poverty. Agur’s piety reverberates
with several wisdom psalms, notably Psalm 73, and to a less

extent with the revelatory theology found throughout the Old
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Testament. Far from being marginal to the wisdom theology,
Words of Agur is central for a richer and more balanced wisdom
theology of Proverbs.
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