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<Abstract>

Conflict between the Hellenistic and Jewish
Culture: The Caligula Crisis in Josephus

Dr. theol. Chan-Woong Park
(Heidelberg Univ.)

The Caligula Crisis in 40 was a sign of the Jewish-Roman
War in 70. Through the experience of the Caligula Crisis, the
Jewish people learned that their own culture and tradition could
be threatened by the Roman power. That is, the Romans can
threat the Jewish tradition, if he wants to expand his culture.
This study doesn’t understands the Caligula Crisis as an accident,
but as a necessity. And the Caligula Crisis was a result of the
encounter between the Hellenistic and the Jewish culture since
the Alexander the Great.

Josephus interprets this crisis in two ways. In principal, he
admits the meeting of two cultures positively. But if the hellen-
istic culture violates the traditional Jewish culture, first of all,
the faith of monotheism, he criticizes it very hardly.



