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2) Harry Freedman. The Murderous History of Bible Translations: Power, Conflict,
and the Quest for Meaning (London: Bloomsbury, 2016), Kindle edition, ch.
5, “Medieval Conflict.”

3) Ambassador, John Wycliffe: The Man of Courage (Greenville, SC: Ambassador
International, 2004), Kindle edition, ch. 2, “Persecution.”

4) Freedman, Murderous History, ch. 5, “Medieval Conflict.”
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5) Ibid.

6) Stephen Lahey, John Wyclif (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), 102-134.

7) Diarmaid MacCulloch, 7he Reformation (New York: Penguin Books, 2005), ibook
edition, ch. 2, “A Pillar Cracks: Politics and The Papacy.”
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8) Freedman, Murderous History, ch. 5, “Medieval Conflict.”
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10) Bruce M. Metzger, The Bible in Translation: Ancient and English Versions (Grand
Rapids: Bakers, 2011), ibook edition, ch. 3, “The Wycliffite Bible.”
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12) Metzger, The Bible in Translation, ch. 3, “The Wycliffite Bible.”
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13) Thomas Fudge, Jan Hus: Religious Reform and Social Revolution in Bohemia (London:
I.B. Tauris, 2010), 13.

14) MacCulloch, The Reformation ch. 2, “A Pillar Cracks: Politics and The Papacy.”

15) Fudge, Jan Hus, 38.

16) Timothy George, Theology of the Reformers (Nashville: Broadman Press, 1988),
Kindle edition, ch. 2, “Wycliffe and Hus.”
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17) Freedman, Murderous History, ch. 5, “Medieval Conflict.”
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the English Bible,” 2017. 8. 24.
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<Abstract>

Bible Translation and Its Impact
on the English Reformation

Prof. Sookgoo Shin
(Malaysia Bible Seminary)

This paper examines the development of the English
Reformation through the theme of bible translation. The English
Reformation has been largely understood in the context of a
series of events that led to the parting between the Church
of England and the Roman Catholic Church during the regime
of Henry VIII. The real beginning of the English Reformation,
however, should be attributed to Wycliffe, who translated the
Bible in English for the first time in English history. Wycliffe
decided to reform the Church after witnessing the horrendous
evil committed by both the Pope and the priests. Wycliffe knew
exactly what it took for him to reform the corrupted Church,
Bible translation. For centuries, only the clergy had exclusive
access to the Bible, and no one else was allowed to read or
possess the Bible without facing death penalty. Nothing could
stop Wycliffe, however, from making the Bible available for
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everyone through translating it into a language that all could
understand. Wycliffe’s legacy has spread into the European
continent and has become the cornerstone of Luther’s
reformation. Furthermore, Wycliffe’s unfinished work was taken
up by Tyndale, who was born with a linguistic talent and has
achieved something that was considered an impossible task, that
was translating the Bible into English from the original
languages. His translation has become the basis for all the
English Bibles that have come after it and has returned the
Bible to the hands of God’s people. Tyndale’s Bible has helped
the English Reformation pick up its pace by allowing people
to read the Bible for themselves and to be shaped and challenged
directly by the teachings of the Bible. Tyndale’s martyrdom has
inspired many others to carry on his vision, which was ultimately
realized through the publication of KJV. Wrycliffe’s firm
resolution to reform the Church through bible translation has
blazed a trail for his successors, and Tyndale actualized Wycliffe’s
vision of providing the country with a Bible that made sense
to the ordinary people. This paper concludes that Bible
translation was at the heart of the English Reformation, and
the Bible is the only way to the true reformation.
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