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15 (Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2006), 83-845 Mz}

12) J. Bowman, The Samaritan Problem: Studies in the Relationships of Samaritanism,
Judaism, and Early Christianity, Pittsburgh Theological Monograph Series 4
(Pittsburgh, PA: Pickwick Press, 1975), 155 H.2}
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H. Feldman, trans. (Cambridge/London: Harvard Univ. Press, 1965), 105 K&k
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Origins of Samaritanism Reconsidered (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1975), 101-115%
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30) C. K. Barrett, The Gospel According to St John: An Introduction with Commentary
and Notes on the Greek Text, 2nd ed. (London: SPCK, 1978), 232-233; Morris,
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31) Mishnah, Niddah 4:1, “The daughters of Samaritans are menstruants from their
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with Introduction and Brief Explanatory Notes (London: Oxford University Press,
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32) F. Dexinger, “Samaritan Eschatology,” A. D. Crown, ed., The Samaritans
(Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr/Paul Siebeck, 1989), 2678 Hi}

33) J. Macdonald, The Theology of the Samaritans (London: SCM Press, 1964), 49:
“We believe only in God and in Moses, the son of Amram, his servant, and
in his sacred law, and in the Mount Gerizim and in the day of punishment and
reward.” APrle]o} E£w2o] A1%of thslo] R T. Anderson and T. Giles, The Keepers:
An Introduction to the History and Culture of the Samaritans, 117; Montgomery, The
Samaritans, the Earliest Jewish Sect: Their history, Theology, and Literature, 207-%
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34) Ibid., 207-224; Alnfg]o} Algto] &3t 2}A| 3t +=2]+= Macdonald, The Theology
of the Samaritanss ZZ5}e}

35) Montgomery, The Samaritans, the Earliest Jewish Sect: Their history, Theology, and
Literature, 225-232% #2312}
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37) Macdonald, The Theology of the Samaritans, 380-390< X2},

38) Ibid., 362-371; Montgomery, The Samaritans, the Earliest Jewish Sect: Their bistory,
Theology, and Literature, 239-251; Dexinger, “Samaritan Eschatology,” 272-276%
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<Abstract>

The Taheb in the Samaritan Religion

Prof. Sukmin Cho
(Ezra Bible Institute for Graduate Studies)

The purpose of this essay is to find the Taheb in the
Samaritan religion which is implied in the New Testament, in
particular, John 4:19 and 4:25. For proper understanding on
the John’s passages, knowledge of the Taheb in the Samaritan
religion seems to be necessary, thus this study would be a mean-
ingful result in relation to New Testament studies. In this paper,
first of all, the origin of Samaritans and their religion have been
investigated. The word ‘Samaritans’ originally comes from
‘Samerim’, which is a Hebrew word ‘Shomerim’ and its meaning
is ‘keepers’ or ‘observers’. Thus the word ‘Samaritans’ means
that they are to keep the holy Torah. In this essay, three different
suggestions have been summarized in connection with the origin
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of Samaritans. The most plausible theory on the origin of
Samaritans is that they were descendant of native Israelites who
lived in the northern part of Israel, and were not exiled. Some
of Samaritans wanted to keep their religious piety and purity,
so they inhabited at Shechem with unknown reason. In the
Samaritan religion, they believe in the only God, and Moses
as the only prophet. The most authoritative cannon in the
Samaritan religion is the Samaritan Pentateuch which is under-
stood as God’s revelation. The Mount Gerizim is the only sacred
place in Samaritan religion, and the Taheb will appear at the
end of world, and he will govern the whole world in order
to bless Samaritans. Second, the meaning and the role of the
Taheb have been examined. The meaning of the Taheb in the
Samaritan eschatology is found in the Samaritan Aramaic equiv-
alent of the Hebrew bwv which means to return and to restore.
The role of the Taheb, as implied in the meaning of the word,
is to restore the true worship at the Mount Gerizim, and is
to reveal the truth. Other role of the Taheb is to convert the
people in order to return back to God. The Taheb in the
Samaritan literature is depicted as the Samaritan Messiah, or
a prophet like Moses, or the eschatological prophet. Finally,
the Taheb implied in the New Testament, in particular, John
4:19 and 4:25 have been investigated in relation to the figure
of Taheb, in order to find whether the passages show indirectly
the Samaritan Messiah, the Taheb. The result is more positive
then expected.



