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<Abstract>

‘Possessions’ or ‘Lands’?: Textual

Criticism, Exegesis and Translation of

Mark 10:22

Prof. Hyeon Woo Shin
(Westminster Graduate School of Theology)

Ktuote in Mark 10:22, which has been translated as
‘possessions’ or ‘property’ in most translations, should be

translated as ‘lands’ or ‘estates,” on the basis of the following
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reasons.

Frist, mToAAG xpMuota(‘great possessions’) is found in
Western manuscripts, but ktiuete moAd(large land,” or ‘great
estates’), which is found in most manuscripts, may be the
original reading. Mark always puts TOAAG after the word which
it describes(1:34; 4:2; 6:13; 7:4, 13), and thus kTNuote TOAAX
fits Mark’s style.

Second, the Septuagint, which may have been known and
used by Mark, adopts the word kthue in Proverb 12:27; 23:10;
31:16; Job 20:29; 27:13; Hosea 2:17; Joel 1:11. In these pas-
sages, the word kthue refers to ‘land’ except in Proverb 12:27.

Third, in the other books of the New Testament, which
were written by Mark’s contemporary Christians, the word
kthue refers to Tand’(Matt 19:22; Acts 2:45; 5:1). Thus, Mark
may also have used the word ktfjuee in that meaning.

Fourth, Josephus, who was Mark’s contemporary Jew,
used the word ktfjue not only in the meaning of ‘possession’
but also in the meaning of ‘landed property.” This usage in-
dicates that Mark may also have used the word to mean
‘landed property.’

Fifth, ktnuote fits the immediate context of Mark 10:22
in the meaning of ‘lands’ rather than in the meaning of
‘possessions.” In Mark 10:21, Jesus commands a person to

sell what he has and give to the poor since the person lacks
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one thing in keeping the Law. In other words, the person
should keep the Law by selling what he has and giving to
the poor. Thus, what he has may have been large areas of
land, which is prohibited to have by the Law(Deut 27:17).
Therefore, ktiuate in Mark 10:22, that is described to have

been possessed by the person, may refer to ‘lands.’



