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<Abstract>
The Qumran Manuscripts and the Problem of Canon

Prof. Chang-Hyun Song
(Catholic University of Daegu)

The purpose of this study is to explore the contribution of
the Qumran manuscripts to the problem of Canon formation in
the Second Temple period. Was there any concept about
standard version of the Scriptures in that period? Do the
Qumran manuscripts open any new perspective concering the
problem of canon formation?

All books of the Hebrew Scriptures have been found in
Qumran with only the exception of Esther. It is not an
accident but rather the result of intentional rejection by the
Community that this book has not been found. Through the
comparison of Qumran manuscripts against the masoretic text,
the samaritan text and the Septuagint, It was found that in the
Qumran Community there were no canon and no closed list of
authoritative books.

Nevertheless it is possible to make some suggestions about
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some criteria for deciding whether a certain work was
acknowledged as Scripture by the Qumran Community:
quantity of manuscripts preserved, pesharim, translation into
Greek or Aramaic, books quoted as authorities. Qumran
manuscripts thus contribute to our knowledge about the
scriptures in the period of early Judaism. Inside of the
Community, 1 Enoch and Jubilees were accepted as having
authoritative status as sacred scripture. This fact proves that the
canon was in the making. The significance and value of the
Qumran manuscripts in studying not only the problem of Old
Testament canon but also the history of Bible text formation,

are displayed well in such context.



