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<Abstract>

The Beelzebul controversy of the Gospel of Mark as
Counter-attack against the Jerusalem Temple (3:22-30)

Hye-jin Jeong
(Ewha Womans University)

This study explores Mark’s narrating strategy, focusing on
the Beelzebul controversy (Mark 3:22-30). This episode is a
key scene depicting how the conflict between Jesus and his
opponents undergirds the entire plot of Mark’s narrative.
Importantly, in this episode, the scribes explicitly appear as
representatives of the Jerusalem temple-state. In 3:22, the scribes
try to delegitimize Jesus' exorcisms with slanderous remarks. In
response, Mark’s Jesus insists that Yahweh frees the captives
of Satan and the dominant rulers through his own exorcisms
by recalling the oracle of Second Isaiah (49:24-26). Finally,
defending the legitimacy of his exorcisms, which restore the
possessed to sanity, Jesus condemns the scribes for eternal sin
and blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. According to Mark’s
narration, Jesus first defends his source of exorcising power, then
counterattacks the scribes by accusing them of blasphemy. Mark’s
audience would never have missed this surprising reversal through
which the accusers were sentenced to death for blasphemy.



