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<Abstract>

Covenant Theology in the Book of Ezekiel

Prof. Sun-Jong Kim
(Honam Theological University and Seminary)

Politics, economy, and religion are the essential elements that
make up the human life, and cannot be detached from one another.
According to their definitions, one thinks that they should be clearly
separated, the other asserts that they are two sides of the same
coin. The Hebrew word bérit(n™z) has both religious and political
meanings. When it is used in the context of religion, it is translated
as covenant or promise; when it appears in the context of politics,
it is translated as treaty. Covenant theology is essential in the biblical
theology in that the relationship between God and people is de-
scribed as a covenant relationship. This relationship is already re-
flected in a political treaty formula in the Ancient Near FEast.

This article pays special attention to Ezekiel 16-17 because
tyrb that appears 18 times in the book of Ezekiel is used 12 times
in these two chapters(6 times in each chapter). Also, tyrb in Ezekiel
16 is employed in a religious context whereas it is in political usage
in Ezekiel 17. These two chapters may be considered as one unit
by a redactional technique called Wiederaufnahme that takes again
the same expression appearing in a previous passage. The final
redactor of the book of Ezekiel binds these two chapters as one
and utters a covenant that is made with Nebuchadnezzar together
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with the one with God in Ezekiel 17. This textual arrangement
intentionally makes the relationship between religion and politics
ambiguous. Ironically this technique of intentional ambiguity leads
the reader living in an ambiguous world to confess who the real
God of the history is. By analyzing Ezekiel 16-17 in the light of
covenant theology, we try to reveal religious and political thoughts
of the prophet Ezekiel who worked in an exilic period.
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