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<Abstract>

<Shubu> vs <Shuba>:
Exegesis and Understanding of the Psalm 90

Prof. Kyung-Taek Ha
(Presbyterian University and Theological University)

Psalm 90 is summarized as ‘a prayer psalm consisting of
laments and petitions based on confession to God’. The
confession that God is “a dwelling place for us from generation
to generation” and “You are God from eternity to eternity”
provides a starting point for the poet’s laments and petitions.
The poet’s laments appear in two dimensions. On the one hand,
he laments about “man” disappearing like “sleep” or “grass” (vv.
3-6) and, on the other hand, he laments about “us” disappearing
because of God’s wrath (vv. 7-10). These two laments form
a question. This atmosphere is more explicit in the first petition
(vv. 11-12). The poet calls on us to “count our days” and get
the “heart of wisdom.” But this is a poet’s call to ask for wisdom
to know how much of his days are in the wrath of God, and
to know God’s will in God’s creation and history. The demands
and requests of the poet are clearly revealed through the petitions
in verse 13. It is God’s return. It is to turn from the ‘wrath’
of the servants and the ‘bad thing’ about them. What will happen
through this change is described in the following petition (vv.
14-16). In the last petition (v. 17), the poet asks for the works
of their hands to be firmly established. What does Psalm 90
stand for? It is the restoration of the days of joy through the
lovingkindness of God. But repentance does not appear explicitly
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in the poet’s petition. He appeals to the fullness of God’s love
based on the contrast between God’s eternity and man’s
transiency. The poet confronts the command <Shubu> of God
with <Shuba>.” The lament and prayer of the poet are the
privilege of the man of God, the servant of God, and they
are the relationship with God that the children of God must
have.



